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Comment
There has been much interest in developing methods for making vicinal diamines and their derivatives since they are important in medicinal chemistry, natural products, coordination chemistry and asymmetric catalysis (Bennani & Hanessian, 1997; Lucet et al., 1998; Fache et al., 2000; Saibabu Kotti et al., 2006) . They have been extensively used as ligands and catalysts in synthesis with impressive results (Alexakis & Andrey, 2002; Andrey et al., 2003; Ma et al., 2003; Notz et al., 2004; Bassindale et al., 2004; Mealy et al., 2004) . We report here the crystal structure of the title new zinc complex with the
1). In our study of vicinal diamines, we isolated the title complex from a mixture of stereo isomeric diamines in the presence of anhydrous zinc chloride in methanol. Centrosymmetric hydrogen bonds form dimmeric structures through N4-H4··· Cl2 interactions (Fig. 3) . The geometric parameters of these interactions are in agreement with those postulated by Steiner (2002) . The packing analysis shows that the molecules are stacked along a and b crystallographic axes.
Experimental
To a solution of BPPPEN (0,5 g; 1,24 mmol) in methanol (25 mL) was added anhydrous ZnCl2 (0,173 g; 1,27 mmol) and the mixture was heated at reflux until all zinc chloride dissolved. The solution was allowed to cool slowly at room temperature and a white crystalline solid, suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis, was collected after one week (0,177 g; 26%). (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme. Ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms were omitted for clarity. [
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